
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
March 26, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. C. 30A §20, 

the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mr. Buckley, Mrs. Gallivan, Ms. Geosits, Ms. Muccini 

    Mr. Breen, Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by 

School Committee Chair Buckley. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Health Curriculum Powerpoint 

2. Student Opportunity Plan 

3. TEC Collaborative Agreement 

4. DRAFT Strategic Plan 

5. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

6. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Chairperson Buckley noted that per Governor Baker's order suspending certain provisions of the Open 

Meeting Law, G.L. c.30A sec. 20, the public will not be allowed to physically access this School 

Committee meeting. Members of the Public will be able to view this meeting on Walpole Media Cable 

Access the following day. Citizens with a question or comment should email 

mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. We will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible. 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll call. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

 

The School Committee Meeting began with a moment of silence for former Superintendent Dr. Robert 

Bassett. Dr. Bassett joined the Walpole Public Schools as an Assistant Superintendent in 1965, and 

advanced to serve as Superintendent of Schools through 1982. Throughout his 17 years of advocacy 

for Walpole’s teachers and students, some of Bob’s greatest professional satisfaction came from 

mentoring young teachers - he hired as many as 80 new teachers in a year - and implemented 

progressive, experiential education inclusive of all students. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Brendan Mahoney, Walpole High School Student Representative to the School Committee, 

participated in the School Committee Meeting via Zoom and gave a report as follows:  

 

• As you know, Wednesday March 25th Governor Charlie Baker ordered that all schools in 

Massachusetts be closed until at least the end of April, with a planned return of May 4th.  
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• This week, Walpole High School students began remote learning from their homes. This 

learning comes in many forms with students being given work to complete at home. Students 

are also meeting with their classes on applications such as Google Meet as well as Zoom. All 

assignments at the high school are being graded as complete or not complete for now, and are 

not going to count towards GPA. 

• Students are also having meetings with their guidance counselors to plan courses for next year, 

and Juniors specifically are also discussing their post-secondary options, and how to prepare for 

senior year. 

• Unfortunately, the Walpole High School Boys Hockey Division 1 Final at the Boston Garden 

was cancelled, but they were named co-champs with Belmont High School, and it was a great 

season! The MIAA has postponed all Spring sports until April 27th as of now, but this will be 

pushed further out, if not cancelled due to the Governor’s mandate, the MIAA Board Of 

Directors will be meeting on March 30th to decide the fate of the spring season. 

• Also, due to the closure, the spring Panama trip and all field trips between now and the end of 

April have been cancelled and/or postponed. 

• Finally, the March and May SAT’s have been cancelled by the College Board. The first date for 

the SAT is now June 6th and Walpole High has been added as a test site for the June test. 

• The School Committee and Administration is extremely grateful to Brendan for contributing 

via Zoom and for his participation in the full meeting. 

 

FOOD DELIVERY: 

 

In terms of feeding our families who need assistance, last weekend, we were able to deliver food 

packages for 50 family’s homes. We distributed approximately 3,500 pounds of dry goods and 3,500 

pounds of fresh produce and frozen meats and fish providing enough food for two weeks. The next 

food shipment should have arrived today (or tomorrow). The third distribution will be around April 3 

or 4th. We will continue to assess and if able will continue to distribute food packages to families 

every two weeks. We are also assisting on the town side by storing all of the Council on Aging 

perishable foods at the high school so they can be packaged and distributed for our Senior Citizens. We 

would like to thank Maria Hall and her staff for their hard work. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Health Curriculum Update - Dave Wall gave an update on the Health Curriculum. He noted 

that a new lead teacher has been added this year. The overall structure and feel of the class has changed 

for the better. Speakers have been brought from “Minding your Mind”, which is a company dedicated 

to ending the stigma around destructive behaviors associated with mental health issues. 

 

Health Curriculum topics include: 

 

• Dimensions of health 

• Stress on the body/mind 

• Stress management 

• Stigma of mental health 

• Depression and suicide 

• Body image 

• Nutrition 
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• Refusal skills/decision making 

• Addiction 

• Gender violence/relationship violence 

• Gender identity 

• LGTBQ rights/laws 

• Sex ed/consent/STI 

• Contraception 

• Pregnancy 

• Drugs/Vape/Alcohol 

 

The health curriculum is focused on moving away from crisis-based responses and hoping to improve 

prevention through education. Staff has accessed “Brain Heart World” videos, which is a series of 

videos that supplement the curriculum, specifically regarding addiction. 

 

Going forward, Mr. Wall indicated the Physical Education requirement becomes full four years as of 

the fall, which will allow for expansion of the health curriculum. The curriculum will focus more of a 

wellness model for the high school juniors and seniors. Approximately 25% of classes will be health 

classroom based. 

 

2. Student Opportunity Act - The School Committee voted to approve a plan to be submitted 

regarding the Student Opportunity Act, which was signed into law on November 26. 

 

Motion: To approve the Student Opportunity Act plan. 

Moved: Ms. Geosits Second: Ms. Muccini   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

3. TEC Collaborative Agreement - The School Committee voted to approve the amended The 

Education Cooperative (TEC) Agreement. Among other things, TEC provides a range of services for 

our district including: 

 

• Special Education programs for certain children with multiple disabilities and those who need 

an alternative high school setting 

• Educator professional development and job-alike networking groups 

• TEC Online Academy - providing supplemental online courses to high school students 

• The sponsoring organization of TECCA, the Commonwealth Virtual School 

• Our Student Internship and Career Exploration Program and College Fairs 

• A statewide cooperative purchasing program supporting over 100 school districts 
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Motion: To approve the amended TEC Collaborative Agreement including the 

addition of Medway to TEC. 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 

 

Dr. Gough reported that: 

• She has been participating in multiple Zoom sessions, meeting weekly with Superintendent 

roundtable groups, weekly meeting with the Commissioner of Education (DESE), meeting 

weekly with principals and leadership, speaking daily with Central Administrative Team, 

weekly meeting with Town Department Heads and speaking daily with Town Administrator 

and the Walpole Board of Health. 

• Dr. Gough is still working out of Town Hall daily. Her primary focus is dealing with COVID-

19. It is important for the community to know that we are here, and she will update families on 

a weekly basis. 

• Last week, Walpole Public Schools Leadership focused on developing and communicating a 

plan for 3-week closure. Our highest priority is to support students and families during this 

closure. 

• As you may already be aware from Governor Baker’s latest press conference, schools in 

Massachusetts will be closed until May 4th. This will create many challenges for our district, 

but Dr. Gough is confident we will work together to meet the needs of our students. This 

situation remains fluid and we will wait for further guidance from the Department of Education 

and Secondary Education (DESE) and our local government before sharing any communication 

on how this latest news impacts our plans. In the meantime, students and families should 

continue to work with classroom teachers for continuity of learning. 

• Letters have been sent to families on March 16th, March 19th, and Thursday, March 26th. 

Weekly communication will continue. 

• We would like to commend the staff for their hard work, dedication, and commitment! What 

the staff has done thus far in such as short amount of time has been nothing short of amazing. 

• Last week students in grades 2 through 5 were provided with Chromebooks. If you have not 

received a Chromebook, please reach out to your school principal. 

• Walpole High School provided needed eye masks from the science classes to the fire 

department. 

• While we have been working to communicate academic expectations and resources, it is 

equally important that students have social-emotional support during this school closure. Our 

counselors have been sharing social-emotional resources with families. One that Dr. Gough 

found helpful as a parent is from CASEL (Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional 

Learning). In addition, our counselors have been virtually meeting with some students or 

connecting over the phone when appropriate.  

• The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Center for Instructional Support have 

assembled a list of resources, and DESE is working with public broadcaster WGBH and its 

partner station WGBY to provide other resources. These stations also have a newly created 

online distance learning center. In addition to existing programming, WGBH plans to expand 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdJPRm8R0LDRQ3JO9NLuVUr0E2gaGH6O/view
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/ed-resources.html
https://www.wgbh.org/distance-learning-center
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its educational broadcasting from noon to 5:00 p.m. weekdays on the WORLD Channel. The 

WORLD Channel is a 24/7 WGBH channel that offers news and documentaries and is now 

shifting some of its programming to meet this urgent need. More information on the WORLD 

Channel on WGBH and WGBY is available online. 

• Questions about MCAS testing and competency determination. DESE is exploring all options 

and is working with the Governor's office to file legislation that would allow for flexibility 

around this year’s testing requirements. DESE will keep us informed on decisions made to 

standardized testing in the coming days. 

• Again, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or principal if you have any 

questions in the coming days or weeks. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. Revised Strategic Plan - The School Committee voted to accept the revised Strategic Plan. A 

full Strategic Plan will be available on the District webpage as soon as possible. 

 

Motion: To approve the revised Strategic Plan. 

Moved: Ms. Geosits Second: Mr. Breen   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

2. FY ’21 Budget Update - Dr. Gough and Mr. Friscia indicated that the FY ‘21 Budget has been 

put on hold for the time being. The FY '20 budget is currently in a spending freeze for essential items 

only due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

3. MSBA Update - The Project Team met virtually with David Stevens. Mr. Stevens is in charge 

of the visioning of the project for looking at what is the vision and priorities in a new or renovated 

school building. Mr. Stevens will be setting up three workshops to look at goals, strengths, challenges, 

opportunities and growth. These workshops will be held with a combination of staff, parents and 

community members. The first meeting is scheduled for April 21st and will run approximately 4 hours. 

Dr. Gough is working with the School Building Committee, middle school principals, and others to 

determine participation. Other meetings are scheduled for May 15 with a third meeting to be held in 

June. More information will be provided as soon as available. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 20, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Ms. Geosits   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

https://www.wgbh.org/distance-learning-center/broadcast
https://wgby.org/distancelearning
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Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 20, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Ms. Geosits   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes for March 12, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes for March 12, 

2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Ms. Muccini   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

At 8:37 p.m. Mr. Buckley announced the School Committee would be entering into Executive Session 

for the purpose of union and non-union negotiations.  The School Committee will not be returning to 

open session. 

 

Motion: To enter into Executive Session for the purpose of union and non-union 

negotiations.  

Moved: Mrs. Geosits Second: Ms. Muccini   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting is scheduled via Zoom 

for Thursday, April 9, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Nancy Gallivan, Vice Chairman 


